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Health  Department, 

8,  Cleveland  Place  East, 
Bath. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 
Bathavon,  Keynsham,  Frome  Urban  and 
Frame  Rural  District  Councils. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year  followed 
much  the  same  pattern  as  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  the  actual 
figures  for  many  of  the  diseases  remained  more  or  less  constant. 
It  is  all  the  more  significant,  therefore,  that  not  a single  notification 
of  poliomyelitis  was  received  from  any  part  of  the  area.  While  it 
is  perhaps  unwise  at  this  stage  to  assume  that  this  very  gratifying 
state  of  affairs  is  due  entirely  to  the  vaccination  scheme  so  recently 
undertaken  one  can  be  excused  a feeling  of  satisfaction  that  all  the 
extra  work  done  in  respect  of  this  disease  has  not  been  in  vain  and 
that  it  is  already  producing  the  results  hoped  for. 

The  birth  rate  showed  a reduction  on  last  year’s  figures  as  did 
also  the  death  and  infantile  mortality  rates. 

In  response  to  a request  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  been  supplemented  by  the  following 
rates : — 

(1)  Neo-natal  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total 
live  births). 

(2)  Early  neo-natal  deaths  (deaths  under  1 week  per 
1,000  total  live  births). 

(3)  Peri-natal  (Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 
combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births). 

It  is  with  grateful  thanks  that  I acknowledge  once  more  the 
continued  co-operation  received  from  the  members  and  staffs  of 
the  councils  of  my  constituent  authorities  during  the  year.  I should 
also  like  to  pay  tribute  to  Dr.  Mann,  the  Director  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  for  much  helpful  advice  and  practical 
assistance. 

Yours  faithfully, 

R.  H.  G.  H.  Denham. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

SCARLET  FEVER 

The  reduction  in  notifications  for  three  successive  years  was 
not  continued  in  1959,  the  number  of  cases  moving  up  from  twelve 
to  forty-three.  In  only  one  instance,  however,  was  admission  to 
hospital  considered  to  be  necessary. 

MEASLES 

As  during  the  previous  year,  which  was  an  inter-epidemic 
year,  notifications  of  measles  continued  steadily  throughout  the 
area,  597  being  received  compared  with  564  for  the  previous  year. 
In  the  past  epidemics  of  this  disease  have  occurred  roughly  every 
two-and-a-quarter  years  and  it  will  be  interesting  from  the  epi- 
demiological point  of  view,  therefore,  to  see  what  the  incidence 
will  be  in  1960. 


WHOOPING  COUGH 

Last  year’s  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough 
was  not  repeated  this  year.  Notifications  received  fell  from  186 
to  forty-nine. 

PNEUMONIA 

Thirty-three  cases  of  pneumonia  (ten  influenzal)  were  notified 
compared  with  thirty-seven  (eight  influenzal)  the  previous  year. 
Three  only  were  admitted  to  hospital  compared  with  fifteen  for  the 
previous  year. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Preventive  inoculation  against  diphtheria  lost  little  of  its 
popularity  during  the  year  and  a satisfactory  proportion  of  children 
were  protected.  The  majority  received  the  injections  from  their 
own  doctors  who,  in  the  main,  favoured  the  triple  vaccine  which 
gives  protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus. 
A considerable  number  of  parents  however,  chose  to  have  the 
booster  dose  given  at  school  when  their  children  entered  at  the 
age  of  five.  This  amount  of  protection  appears  to  be  adequate  as 
the  area  continued  to  remain  free  from  diphtheria. 

ERYSIPELAS 

Two  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  compared  with  four  for 
the  previous  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  figures  for  this  disease  were  almost  identical  with  those 
for  last  year,  forty  (thirty-six  pulmonary,  four  non-pulmonary)  as 
against  forty-one  (thirty-six  pulmonary,  five  non-pulmonary). 
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The  B.C.G.  vaccination  for  school  leavers  has  now  become  an 
established  practice  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  The  numbers 
dealt  with  have  increased  each  year  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
results  finally  achieved  will  justify  the  extra  work  which  this  service 
has  necessarily  entailed. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SERVICE 

A Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  South  West  Regional  Hospital 
Board  visited  the  Fear  Institute,  Keynsham,  during  the  period 
November  30th  to  December  4th,  1959. 

The  attendances  were: — 

Male  Female  Total 

458  521  979 

FOOD  POISONING 

Seven  notifications  of  food  poisoning  were  received  during 
the  year  compared  with  four  during  1958.  Three  were  individual 
cases  of  salmonella  infection  which  occurred  in  widely  separated 
parts  of  the  area  and  from  which  there  were  no  secondary  cases. 
The  other  four  constituted  a small  outbreak  which  followed  the 
eating  of  pigs  tongues  infected  with  staphylococcus  aureus.  The 
symptoms  were  quite  severe,  one  case  being  admitted  to  hospital. 
All  eventually  made  a complete  recovery. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

It  is  with  considerable  satisfaction  that  one  is  able  to  report 
complete  freedom  from  this  disease  during  the  year.  Not  a single 
notification  was  received  from  any  part  of  the  area.  While  it  is 
much  too  early  to  be  certain  that  this  happy  state  of  affairs  is  due 
entirely  to  the  vaccination  programme  carried  out  during  the  first 
two  or  three  years,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  it  is  very  largely 
responsible  for  the  definite  reduction  in  cases.  These  statistics, 
plus  the  fact  that  the  administration  of  the  vaccine  was  attended 
with  a minimum  of  unpleasant  reactions  or  complications,  will 
perhaps,  do  much  to  convince  those  who  still  have  any  doubts 
regarding  the  efficiency  of  the  vaccination  as  a preventive  measure 
that  it  is  very  much  in  their  interests  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
protection  offered  against  this  disease. 

Vaccination  sessions  continued  to  be  held  at  8,  Cleveland  Place 
East,  Bath,  for  the  Bathavon  area,  “Hazelwood”  Day  Nursery, 
Keynsham,  for  the  Keynsham  area  and  the  County  Clinic,  Cork 
Street,  Frome,  for  the  Frome  area. 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 

Ten  notifications  of  sonne  dysentery  were  received  from 
different  parts  of  the  area.  The  fact  that  there  was  no  further 
spread  from  these  cases  was  no  doubt  due  in  large  measure  to  the 
prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  public  health  inspectors  in  inves- 
tigating each  individual  case. 
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PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

As  last  year  one  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 

DEATHS  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 
ALL  AREAS 


Under 
1 week 

1-4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total 

Atelectasis  

2 







2 

Asphyxial  haemorrhage 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hydrocephalus  

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Nephritis  

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrhage  ... 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Prematurity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Paralytic  ileus 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Haemorrhagic  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Birth  injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Myocardial  failure 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  abnormality 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15 

2 

5 

— 

22 

STATISTICAL  TABLE 

The  figures  in  this  Table  represent  the  birth  rates,  death  rates 
and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  the  combined  districts  for  the  six 
years  period  1954-1959  with  the  comparative  figures  for  England 
and  Wales. 


Birth 

rate 

Death 

rate 

Infantile 

rate 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1954 

1954 

17.39 

15.2 

10.91 

11.3 

24.91 

25.5 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1955 

1955 

16.68 

15.0 

10.79 

11.7 

15.33 

24.9 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1956 

1956 

16.83 

15.7 

9.45 

11.7 

18.54 

23.8 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1957 

1957 

17.72 

16.1 

9.66 

11.5 

11.21 

23.0 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1958 

1958 

17.95 

16.4 

10.78 

11.7 

25.70 

22.5 

Combined  districts 
England  and  Wales 

1959 

1959 

17.07 

16.5 

9.67 

11.6 

22.22 

22.0 

The  birth  and  death  rates  both  showed  a reduction  and  each 
bore  favourable  comparison  with  the  rates  of  England  and  Wales. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  reduced  but  is  still  high  for  the  area. 
At  22.22  it  was  just  above  the  figure  of  22.0  for  England  and  Wales. 
The  causes  of  death  showed  no  marked  deviation  from  those  of 
previous  years. 
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BATHAVON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid- Year,  1959  19,810 

Area  of  the  District 39,996  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 


Books,  1959  6,244 

Average  Number  OF  Persons  PER  House  3.15 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  1959-60  ...  £735 

Rateable  Value,  April  1959  £180,025 


Chairman  of  the  Council  ...  ...  G.  R.  Bernard,  Esq. 

Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Highway 

Committee  ...  ...  ...  G.  H.  Hyder,  Esq. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  ...  C.  C.  Axford,  Cert.  s.i.B., 

M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  H.  C.  L.  Morris,  Cert,  s.i.b., 

M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H. 

Council  Offices:  30,  Westgate  Buildings,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  5391/5. 

Health  Department:  1,  Cleveland  Place  East,  Bath. 

Telephone:  Bath  60886. 

Health  Department  Clerk:  ...  Miss  Tennant 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Number  327 

Rate  per  1,000  population  16.05 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.05)  16.85 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.06 

Still  Births: 

Number  9 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  26.79 

Total  live  and  still  births 336 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  9 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  iniant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 27.52 

Legitimate  „ „ „ legitimate  live  births  25.17 

Illegitimate  „ „ „ illegitimate  ,,  „ 100 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1 ,0(X)  total 

live  births)  18.35 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000 

total  live  births)  18.35 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  44.64 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) : 

Number  of  deaths  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  2.98 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  ...  10.95 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.91)  ...  9.96 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  217,  129  male  and  88  female.  The  following  Table 
indicates  the  cause  of  death : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  stomach 

6 

1 

7 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

8 

— 

8 

„ „ breast  

— 

3 

3 

,,  „ uterus  

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

8 

20 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

17 

27 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

21 

9 

30 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 

1 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

16 

13 

29 

Other  circulatory  disease 

10 

4 

14 

Influenza  

2 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  ... 

8 

4 

12 

Bronchitis  

7 

4 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

5 

1 

6 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

2 

2 

4 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 



3 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

— 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

2 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

6 

15 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

2 

3 

All  other  accidents 

— 

4 

4 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

129 

88 

217 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  

177 

Scarlet  Fever  

25 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

28 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

11 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  pneumonia 

8 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

6 

— 

Tuberculosis:  (respiratory) 

11 

2 

(non-respiratory)  . . . 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

Enteric  and  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

— 

— 

Cholera  

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

273 

3 

REPORT  OF 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  only  supplies  now  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council 
are  the  Combe  Hay  scheme,  which  serves  the  parishes  of  Combe  Hay, 
Peasedown  St.  John,  Wellow,  Shoscombe,  Camerton,  Dunkerton 
and  Priston,  the  Marksbury  Village  Supply  and  the  small  supplies 
serving  the  hamlet  of  Swineford. 

The  Marksbury  supply  was  obtained  in  bulk  from  the  Clutton 
Rural  District  Council. 

The  dry  summer  caused  some  small  curtailment  of  the  Combe 
Hay  Scheme  during  the  night  hours  otherwise  the  supplies  were 
maintained  without  interruption. 

The  quality  of  the  water  both  before  and  after  chlorination 
was  satisfactory. 

Negotiations  are  at  present  proceeding  for  the  transfer  of  the 
above  supplies  to  a Statutory  Undertaker. 
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Supplies  from  Statutory  Authorities: 

The  Bath  Corporation  and  the  West  Gloucester  Water 
Company  (now  part  of  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  Ltd.),  are  the 
only  statutory  water  undertakers  supplying  in  the  District. 

Pure  supplies  of  water  were  maintained  by  them  throughout 
their  statutory  area  within  this  district. 

Private  Supplies: 

The  only  parishes  still  relying  on  privately  owned  supplies  are 
Claverton  and  Kelston.  No  difficulties  were  experienced  at  Kelston 
but  the  Claverton  supply  is  somewhat  unsatisfactory  and  considera- 
tion will  have  to  be  given  to  extending  public  mains  to  this  village. 


Results  of  Samples  Taken: 


Chlorinated  Water 
Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

14  — 

2 

— 

5 

1 

Water  Distribution : 


Number  of  Parishes  supplied  from  public  mains  24 

„ „ „ „ ,,  private  estate  sources  2 

„ „ Houses  having  water  directly  laid  on 6,004 

„ „ „ served  by  standpipes  192 

„ „ „ relying  on  wells 81 

„ „ „ „ spring  supplies  73 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  twenty-six  Parishes  within  the  Rural  District  all  have 
public  sewers  in  the  more  populated  areas  with  the  exception  of 
Marksbury,  Newton  St.  Loe,  Corston,  Northstoke,  Englishcombe, 
Compton  Dando,  Dunkerton,  Charlcombe  and  St.  Catherines. 
The  Council  are  about  to  go  to  tender  for  a sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  scheme  for  the  parishes  of  Corston  and  Newton  St.  Loe 
and  have  given  instructions  for  a sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  to  be  prepared  for  the  village  of  Marksbury.  All  sewage 
disposal  works  have  been  working  satisfactorily  with  the  exception 
of  the  old  works  serving  Wellow  Village  for  which  a reconstruction 
scheme  is  at  present  being  prepared. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  scheme  for  Freshford  and  North  and 
South  Peasedown  has  virtually  been  completed. 

Apart  from  new  schemes  no  sewers  were  extended  during 
the  year. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A fortnightly  collection  of  house  refuse  together  with  a small 
quantity  of  trade  waste  was  carried  out  satisfactorily.  Nineteen 
men  and  six  covered  lorries  are  directly  employed  on  the  work  and 
the  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  four  tips  where  it  is  covered  with  ashes 
and  pit  waste. 

Arrangements  and  re-organisation  of  rounds  are  being  made 
so  that  a weekly  collection  can  be  carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 


HOUSING 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 6,337 

„ „ „ owned  by  the  Council  ...  1,093 

„ temporary  dwellings  (huts,  prefabs,  etc.)  ...  Nil 

,,  houses  listed  as  unfit  for  habitation  and  for 

action  individually  or  by  clearance  orders  ...  57 

,,  houses  demolished  or  closed  under  the  Housing 

Act,  1957  13 

,,  houses  made  fit  in  all  respects 15 

Houses  built  during  the  year: 

By  private  enterprise 46 

By  the  Council 23 

Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act  1949-1954: 

Discretionary : 

Number  of  applications  approved  58 

„ „ „ rejected  2 

Average  cost  per  dwelling  approved £212  13s.  lOd. 

Amount  of  grant  payable  by  Local  Authority  ...  £3,084 

Standard : 

Number  of  applications  received  and  approved  27 

Rent  Act,  1957 : 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  : — 

Number  of  applications  received  4 

„ Certificates  issued  2 


FOODS 

Milk: 


Number  of  registered  distributors  35 

„ „ dairy  premises  20 

„ licensed  dealers  of  designated  milks  35 

„ supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors 

whose  dairy  is  outside  the  district  15 


As  regards  sampling  this  authority  concentrates  on  the  milk 
handled  and  bottled  in  the  dairies  within  the  district.  The  County 
Council  sample  from  the  dairies  and  producers  who  are  licensed  by 
them  and  from  those  who  serve  Schools,  Canteens  and  other 
County  Council  establishments.  The  adjacent  authorities  sample 
the  milk  from  the  larger  dairies  which  are  situated  in  their  districts. 

The  results  of  the  samples  taken  show  that  the  purity,  cleanliness 
and  keeping  quality  of  the  various  designated  milks  have  reached  a 
very  high  standard. 
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Ice-Cream : 

There  are  sixty-one  registrations  for  the  retailing  of  ice-cream. 
In  each  case  it  is  pre-packed  and  supplied  by  the  well  known 
manufacturers  who  in  most  cases  supply  containers  for  storage. 

Results  of  samples  taken  from  each  of  the  wholesalers’  products 
were  classified  Grade  1. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods: 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  or  bacon  factories  in  use  at  the 
present  time.  During  visits  to  shops,  canteens  and  cafes,  the 
following  foods  were  examined  and  were  surrendered  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption: — 

3 1 lbs  of  Beef  52  Tins  of  Fruits 

15  Tins  of  Meat  Products  1 1 Tins  of  Fish 

9 Tins  of  Condensed  Milk  18  Tins  of  Vegetables 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955; 

There  are  113  premises  which  are  controlled  by  these  regulations, 
forty-one  of  which  being  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

Six  notices  under  the  above  regulations  for  minor  infringements 
were  served  and  complied  with. 

All  the  occupiers  have  complied  with  the  regulations  as  regards 
the  essentials  but  it  is  found  to  be  necessary  to  make  visits  from 
time  to  time  to  remind  existing,  as  well  as  new,  personnel  of  the 
requirements  laid  down  for  maintaining  cleanliness  at  all  times. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

The  byelaw  made  under  Section  24  of  this  Act  and  Section  61 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  in  respect  of  the  provision  of  appliances 
designed  for  burning  smokeless  fuels  in  new  buildings  was  complied 
with  and  no  action  was  necessary.  Informal  action  taken  under  the 
Act  resulted  in  a contravention  of  the  Act  by  a Factory  being 
abated. 


CARAVANS 

Number  of  individually  licensed  caravans 25 

„ licensed  caravan  sites  7 

„ caravans  on  licensed  sites  94 

Negotiations  are  proceeding  for  improvements  in  facilities  at 
two  of  the  licensed  sites.  These  entail  additional  water  points  and 
conveniences. 

There  were  no  difficulties  or  need  for  action  at  any  of  the 
individually  sited  caravans. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

During  the  year  635  inspections  were  made  in  dealing  with 
194  cases  of  infestation.  Seventy-three  of  these  cases  were  major 
infestations. 
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The  Council  will,  during  the  coming  year,  commence  a contract 
service  whereby  owners  of  business  premises  and  farmers  will  be 
able  to  have  constant  treatment  of  their  premises  on  a yearly  basis. 
The  charge  will  be  based  upon  the  size  of  the  premises,  the  number 
of  treatment  points  and  the  estimated  time  to  be  spent  by  the 
operator. 


INDUSTRIES 
Inspections  of  Factories  and  Workplaces: 

Number  Inspections  Notices 

1.  Factories  in  which  Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and 

6 of  Factories  Act  are  enforced  ...  30  22  Nil 

2.  Factories  in  which  Sec.  7 is  enforced  10  8 3 

These  notices  referred  to  toilet  facilities,  in  each  case  of  which 
the  request  was  complied  with. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any  of  the  seventeen 
Outworkers.  They  are  engaged  in  the  making  of  Gloves. 


CLOSEST  ACCOMMODATION 


Number  of  water  closets  in  area  

...  7,130  (Approx.) 

) j 

pail  closets  „ 

...  1,125 

»» 

chemical  closets  „ 

...  102 

) i 

conversions  of  water  closets 

34 

NUISANCES 

Enquiries  and  visits  in  connection  with  various  nuisances  ...  132 

Nuisances  remedied  following  formal  and  informal  action  41 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Enquiries  and  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  infectious 

disease  58 

Disinfections  carried  out  25 

Disinfestations  carried  out  11 

Disease  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order  1957 : 

The  sixteen  licence  holders  under  the  above  Order  complied 
with  the  regulations  throughout  the  year. 

The  sterilisation  plants  consist  of  four  of  the  steam  injection 
type,  five  pressure  cookers  and  seven  coppers.  All  the  plants  are 
in  working  condition  and  precautions  have  been  taken,  in  each 
case,  to  prevent  the  mixing  of  boiled  with  the  raw  foods. 

Two  informal  notices  concerning  improvements  to  flooring 
were  issued  and  have  been  complied  with. 
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VARIOUS 

There  is  one  Rag  Flock  manufacturer  licensed  under  the  Rag 
Flock  and  other  Materials  Act,  1957.  The  samples  submitted  have 
all  reached  the  required  standard  of  purity  and  no  action  has 
been  necessary. 

There  is  one  Knacker’s  Yard  in  operation  which  is  also  licensed 
to  slaughter  horses.  Alterations  to  the  premises  have  been  made 
in  order  that  the  provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958  are  complied  with.  Licensed  Slaughter- 
men are  available  at  all  times  and  the  general  running  and  state  of 
the  premises  have  been  satisfactory. 

There  are  seven  dealers  in  old  metals  registered  under  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  and  no  pet  shops  in  the 
district. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premsies 

0) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities? 

30 

22 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

10 

8 

3 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total  ; 

40 

30 

3 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found : — 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  1 By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 
(4)  i (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) ... 

— 

— 



— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature (S.3) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

2 

— 

(f)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

3 

3 

— 

3 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


(1) 


Wearing 

apparel 


Making 
etc., 

Cleaning 
and 
Washing 
Household  linen  ... 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 


Section  110 


No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
llOdXc) 
(2) 
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No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 


No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 


Section  111 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 


Notices 

served 


(6) 


Prose- 

cutions 


(7) 
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Nature 

of 

Work 


(1) 


Curtains  and  furni- 
ture hangings 
Furniture  and 
upholstery 
Electro-plate 
File  making 
Brass  and  brass 
articles 
Fur  pulling 
Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains 
Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels  . . . 

Cart  gear  ... 

Locks,  latches  and 
keys 

Umbrellas,  etc. 
Artificial  flowers  . 
Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets  ... 

Tents 
Sacks 
Racquet  and  tennis 
balls 

Paper  bags 
The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 
Brush  making 
Pea  picking 
Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 
Basket  making 
Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christ- 
mas stockings,  etc 
Textile  weaving 
Lampshades 

Total: 


Section  1 1 0 


No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 
llOdKc) 
(2) 


17 


No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 


No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 


Section  1 1 1 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 


Notices  ! Prose- 
served  cutions 


(6) 


(7) 


KEYNSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid- Year,  1959  14,040 

Area  of  the  District 4,170  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  Rate 

Books  4,489 

Average  Number  OF  Persons  PER  House  3.13 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate £865 

Rateable  Value  £215,164 


Chairman  of  the  Council 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee 
Public  Health  Inspector  ... 


V.  L.  Bateman  Esq.,  j.p. 

L.  F.  Ellis  Esq. 

D.  F.  G.  Lqckyear,  m.r.s.h 

M.A.P.H.I. 


Council  Offices:  Keynsham. 

Telephone:  Keynsham  2345/8. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Number  266 

Rate  per  1 ,000  population 18.96 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.89)  ...  16.86 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  1.13 

Still  Births: 

Number  11 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births  39.71 

Total  live  and  still  births  277 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  18.80 

Legitimate  „ „ „ Legitimate  live  births  ...  19.01 

Illegitimate  „ „ „ illegitimate  „ „ ...  — 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000 

total  live  births) 18.80 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1 ,000  total  live  births) 15.04 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 

week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  54. 1 5 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (including  abortion) — 

Number  of  deaths  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  — 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  8.69 
General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.10)  9.56 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  122,  fifty-one  male  and  seventy-one  female.  The 
following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

5 

1 

6 

„ „ lung  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

„ „ breast  

— 

4 

4 

„ „ uterus  

— 

2 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

4 

8 

12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

— 

1 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

19 

29 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

12 

20 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

3 

Other  heart  disease  

3 

5 

8 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

2 

4 

Influenza  

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis  

2 

1 

3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

— 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

2 

— 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

2 

— 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

9 

14 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

— 

— 

— 

Suicide  

— 

2 

2 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

51 

71 

122 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  

336 



Scarlet  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

5 

1 



Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

7 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

19 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

5 

— 

Acute  Influenzal  pneumonia 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

Food  poisoning  

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

14 

— 

„ (non-respiratory) 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

Enteric  and  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis 

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

_ 

— 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

Cholera  

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

Plague  

— 

390 

— 

KEYNSHAM  WELFARE  CENTRE 
A successful  year’s  working  at  the  Keynsham  Welfare  Centre 
was  reflected  in  the  attendance  figures  which  showed  a definite 
increase  on  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  general  committee 
which  administers  this  Centre  consists  of  ten  members  and  includes 
a W.V.S.  worker  who  is  in  control  of  the  sale  of  Welfare  Foods,  a 
representative  of  the  Red  Cross  Society,  a representative  of  the 
Health  Committee  of  the  Keynsham  Urban  District  Council,  a 
member  of  the  Saltford  Centre  and  helpers  who  attend  the  Charlton 
Road  and  Park  Estate  Centres.  The  secretary,  Mrs.  Smallwood, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  received  with  great  regret  the 
resignation  of  Miss  Talbot  who  had  had  to  relinquish  the  post  of 
assistant  treasurer  because  of  ill  health,  and  also  that  of  Mrs. 
Marjorie  Hickling  who  did  such  valuable  work  in  establishing  the 
Centre.  Forty-six  sessions  were  held  in  Charlton  Road  during 
1959,  the  Centre  being  closed  during  August  and  the  last  two  weeks 
in  December.  The  Park  Estate  Centre  was  open  for  twenty-two 
sessions.  As  a result  of  the  increased  attendances  at  the  Park 
Estate  Centre  it  was  considered  advisable  to  hold  one  doctor’s 
session  there  each  month  beginning  October  2nd,  1959.  The 
necessary  arrangements  were  made  and  Dr.  Munro  was  appointed 
Medical  Officer. 
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The  attendance  figures  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Keynsham  Infant  Welfare  Centre: 

January 
February 
March  ... 
April  ... 

May 

June 

July  ... 

August  ... 

September 

October 

November 

December 


...  155 

...  162 
...  179 

...  190 

...  209 
...  183 

...  185 

Closed 
...  198 

...  167 

...  170 

...  130 


1,928 


Attendances  for  1958  

Total  on  the  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 
Total  on  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  year 


Saltford  Welfare  Centre: 

January 

February 

March  ... 

April 

May 

June 

July  ... 

August  ... 

September 

October 

November 

December 


139 

87 

83 

76 
106 

91 

73 

100 

117 

132 

120 

77 


1,839 

770 

786 


1,201 


Attendances  for  1958 

...  1,026 

Total  on  books  at  the  beginning  of  the  year 

...  218 

Total  on  books  at  the  end  of  the  year 

...  250 

Park  Estate  Weighing  Centre: 

January 

66 

February 

54 

March 

...  67 

April  

...  80 

May  

...  51 

June  

...  85 

July  

...  88 

August 

...  — 

September 

...  69 

October 

...  81 

November 

...  49 

December 

...  47 

737 

Attendances  for  1958 


638 
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KEYNSHAM  DAY  NURSERY 

The  Day  Nursery  continued  to  serve  the  area  well  during  the 
year  and  the  general  health  of  the  children  maintained  its  usual  high 
level.  Very  little  absence  was  caused  by  infectious  disease  and  none 
by  major  illness. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  register  increased  from  twenty- 
eight  to  thirty  (four  under  two,  twenty-six  in  the  two  to  five  years 
group)  and  the  daily  attendances  from  twenty-four  to  twenty-five. 

I was  again  indebted  to  Mr.  Amos,  the  County  dental  officer, 
for  the  use  of  his  rooms  to  hold  poliomyelitis  vaccination  sessions 
and  to  Mrs.  Rimmington,  the  matron  of  the  Day  Nursery,  for  so 
willingly  making  it  possible  for  me  to  have  the  sessions  at  the 
nursery.  My  thanks  are  due  to  her  both  for  arranging  the  times  of 
the  session  and  for  the  able  way  with  which  she  coped  single  handed 
with  the  children,  no  matter  how  vast  the  numbers. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  1959 
PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  from  all  premises 
in  the  district  has  been  maintained.  All  the  work  was  carried  out  by 
direct  labour  for  which  two  vehicles  and  eight  men  were  employed. 
Over  4,500  calls  were  made  each  week  and  by  comparison  the 
number  of  complaints  received  were  very  few. 

All  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  at  the  controlled  tip  at  Unity 
Road  without  difficulty. 

HOUSING 

The  rate  of  completion  of  new  houses,  both  Council  and 
private,  has  been  maintained  at  about  the  same  level  as  for  1958. 
A most  pleasing  feature  of  the  current  programme  was  the  start  of 
the  scheme  to  cater  especially  for  the  needs  of  older  persons. 

The  total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  224 — five  less  than  twelve  months  ago. 

Housing  Statistics: 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  in  district  

2.  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  owned  by  Council  ... 

3.  New  houses  completed  during  the  year: 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  

4.  Houses  demolished  or  closed  

5.  Summary  of  action  under  Housing  Acts: 

(a)  Houses  inspected  

(b)  Total  number  of  visits  

(c)  Informal  notices  issued  

(d)  Informal  notices  complied  with  

(ej  Statutory  notices  issued  

( f)  Statutory  notices  complied  with  (issued  in  1958)  ... 


4,489 

1,440 

73 

85 

6 

94 

132 

16 

16 

1 
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Housing  Act — Improvement  Grants: 

(a)  Discretionary  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  during  year: — 


Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of 
dwellings 

Applications 

No.  of 
dwellings 

10 

14 

8 

12 

The  average  approved  cost  per  dwelling  ...  £473 

Total  amount  of  grants  payable  ...  £2,363 

{h)  Standard  Grants: 

Number  of  applications  («)  received — 4,  and  {b)  approved — 4. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTIONS 


Total  number  of  inspections 

...  382 

Informal  notices  issued  

...  10 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ... 

...  10 

Infectious  diseases  } ^s^“So,is 

...  11 
4 

Enquiries  into  insect  infestation  ... 

...  40 

Shop  inspections  

...  56 

Statutory  notices  issued  

1 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ... 

1 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Total  number  of  food  premises  in  area  74. 


These  comprise:  (i)  Retail  butchers  8 

(ii)  Other  retail  food  shops  42 

(iii)  Cafes  and  canteens  (including  schools)  ...  16 

(iv)  Bakehouses 3 

(v)  Chocolate  manufacture  1 

(vi)  Ice-cream  manufacture  ...  1 

(vii)  Pickle  manufacture  1 

(viii)  Wholesale  warehouse  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ix)  Sugar  packing  1 

(h)  Total  number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  50. 

These  comprise : (i)  Ice-cream  manufacture  1 

(ii)  Ice-cream  manufacture  and  sale I 

(iii)  Ice-cream  storage  and  sale  39 

(iv)  Sausage  manufacture  6 

(v)  Preserved  food  manufacture  3 


There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  or  knackers’  yards 
within  the  Urban  District. 
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(c)  Total  inspections  at  all  types  of  food  premises  160. 
Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption; — 


Meat  and  Meat  Products 

70 

lbs. 

Tinned  fruit  and  vegetables  ... 

114 

tins 

Tinned  meat  

25 

tins 

Tinned  milk  

8 

tins 

Tinned  fish  

12 

tins 

Miscellaneous 

15 

tins 

All  condemned  food  was  removed  for  disposal  at  the  refuse  tip. 

(d)  Milk  Supply: 

All  milk  sold  in  the  area  is  designated  milk  and  has  been 
maintained  at  a uniformly  satisfactory  standard. 

Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  50. 

These  comprise:  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  4 

Pasteurised  34 

Sterilised  12 

All  of  which  conformed  to  prescribed  standard. 

(1)  Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  2 

(2)  Number  of  registered  distributors  9 

(3)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dealers’  licences  to  retail  T.T.  milk  2 

(5)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  4 

(6)  Number  of  supplementary  licences  to  retail  sterilised  milk  ...  2 

(7)  Number  of  inspections  at  dairies,  etc 28 

(e)  Bakehouses: 

The  three  bakehouses  have  been  periodically  inspected  and 
found  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  One  of  these  closed 
down  during  the  year. 

(/)  Food  Manufacturing  Premises: 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  premises  registered  under  this 
head  during  the  year.  The  premises  in  use  have  been  inspected 
from  time  to  time  and  found  to  be  well  maintained  and  operated. 

(g)  Ice-cream: 

Six  new  premises  have  been  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
during  the  year.  It  has,  however,  been  noted,  in  the  course  of 
routine  visits  that  at  a number  of  shops  on  the  register,  the  business 
has  been  discontinued.  Therefore,  despite  new  registrations,  the 
effective  number  has  not  materially  increased.  In  all  cases  the 
ice-cream  retailed  is  produced  and  packed  by  the  large  wholesale 
manufacturers,  and  as  indicated  by  the  results  of  samples  taken,  a 
very  satisfactory  standard  maintained. 

In  all  thirty  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  with  the  following 
results: — 

Grade  1 — 26;  Grade  2 — 3;  Grade  3 — 1;  Grade  4 — 0. 
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(/>)  Food  Hygiene  Regulations: 

No  formal  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  provisions  of 
these  Regulations  as  food  premises  generally  have  been  satisfactorily 
maintained. 

The  mobile  trader  is  still  the  greatest  problem  as  it  is  so 
difficult  to  maintain  adequate  supervision.  The  genuine  trader 
provides  an  essential  service,  but  so  often  vans  are  operated  by 
completely  untrained  and  incompetent  people  whose  only  concern 
is  the  maximum  return  for  the  minimum  capital  outlay  and  the 
provision  of  hygienic  conditions  is  often  the  last  consideration. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Rainfall : 


Month 

Somerdale  Station 
{Total  depth  in  inches) 

Greatest  Fall 
in  24  hours 

Date 

January 

3.42 

0.67 

1st 

February 

0.25 

0.24 

9th 

March 

3.04 

0.58 

4th 

April 

2.29 

0.55 

16th 

May 

1.03 

0.25 

12th 

June 

2.54 

1.60 

25th 

July 

2.37 

0.90 

27th 

August 

2.60 

0.96 

9 th  & 10th 

September 

0.09 

0.09 

21st 

October 

3.17 

1.34 

26th 

November 

3.75 

0.91 

13th 

December 

6.48 

0.71 

7th 

Total: 

31.03 

— 

— 

During  the  year  the  Water  supply  undertaking  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.  and  practically  all  domestic 
supplies  are  obtained  from  the  Company  mains.  The  quality  and 
quantity  of  this  supply  have  been  satisfactory. 

Samples  of  the  water  have  been  taken  quarterly  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  all  have  been  satisfactory.  Chemical 
analyses  indicate  that  the  water  is  moderately  soft  and  slightly 
alkaline. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  ...  976 
Number  of  properties  found  infested  ...  40 

Treatments  carried  out  by  operator  ...  23 

In  addition  to  the  above  all  Council  properties  have  been  kept 
under  observation  and  treatments  carried  out  as  necessary. 

While  it  is  unlikely  that  a complete  clearance  of  all  rodents 
will  ever  be  achieved,  it  is  true  that  no  major  infestation  has  been 
recorded  for  several  years,  and  the  number  of  minor  cases  has  been 
very  small.  This  is  a very  satisfactory  situation  due  in  no  small 
measure  to  the  continuous  effort  and  enthusiasm  of  the  Operator. 
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CARAVAN  SITES 

Licences  have  been  granted  for  six  caravan  sites  which  together 
provide  accommodation  for  eighty-eight  caravans.  All  sites  were 
satisfactorily  equipped  and  maintained. 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

There  has  been  little  change  during  the  year  in  the  premises 
registered  under  the  Factories  Act  1937  except  that  part  relating  to 
sites  of  building  and  engineering  construction.  Six  premises  have 
been  closed  or  adapted  for  other  uses. 

There  are  no  outworkers. 


28 


APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

2 

2 





(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

41 

27 

2 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

14 

20 

3 

Total: 

57 

49 

5 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”.) 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  HM.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 
(4)  ; (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S. 6) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work)   

2 

2 

Total: 

9 

9 

— 

1 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 


Section  1 10 


No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 


No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 


Section  111 


Notices 

served 


Prose- 

cutions 


(1) 


llOOKc) 

(2) 


(3) 


(4) 


Making 
etc., 

Cleaning 
and 

Washing 
Household  linen  ... 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 


Wearing 

apparel 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 


30 


Section  1 10 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

llOdXc) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

Curtains  and  furni- 
ture hangings 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 

— 

— 

File  making 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles  

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and 

keys  

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets  ... 

Tents  

— 

— 

Sacks  

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis 
balls  

Paper  bags 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 



— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christ- 
mas stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

— 

— 

Total: 

— 

— 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 


(4) 


Section  1 1 1 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 


Notices 

served 


(6) 


Prose- 

cutions 


(7) 
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FROME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  11,310 

Area  of  the  District 1,194  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to  the 

Rate  Book 3,655 

Average  Number  of  Persons  Per  House  3.09 

Sum  Represented  By  a Penny  Rate  as  at  1st  April, 

1959  £540 

Rateable  Value  AS  AT  1st  April,  1959  £133,305 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee  ... 

Chief  Public  Health  Officer 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 


A.  W.  Evemy,  Esq.,  j.p. 

A.  D.  Frampton,  Esq.,  j.p. 

E.  Hosken,  Cert,  s.i.b..  Meat 
and  Food  Inspector,  m.r.i.p.h.h., 
M.A.P.H.I.,  Honours  Diploma 
Advanced  Hygiene. 

S.  R.  Baylis,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert. 
S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 


Municipal  Offices,  North  Hill  House,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  3231. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  population  

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.09) 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ... 

Still  Births: 

Number 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

Total  live  and  still  births  

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Legitimate  „ „ legitimate  live  births  ... 

Illegitimate  „ „ illegitimate  live  births 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 
1 ,000  total  live  births)  

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 
per  1,000  total  live  births)  

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  deaths  

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 
population 

General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor 
(0.78)  


167 

14.76 

16.09 

2.40 


4 

23.39 

171 

3 


17.96 

18.40 


12.00 

12.00 

35.09 


13.35 

10.41 
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DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths,  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  151,  sixty-seven  male  and  eighty-four  female.  The 
following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death : — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 



Tuberculosis,  other  

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

_ 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

3 

1 

4 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

4 

1 

5 

„ „ breast 

— 

3 

3 

„ „ uterus 

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . . 

7 

7 

14 

Leukasmia,  aleukajmia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  

1 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

11 

13 

24 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

12 

6 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

2 

2 

4 

Other  heart  disease  

7 

26 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

6 

9 

Influenza  

— 

4 

4 

Pneumonia  

3 

3 

6 

Bronchitis  

3 

1 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

2 

— 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

1 

— 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

— : 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

— 





All  other  accidents  

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

1 

3 

4 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

— 

— 

— 

67 

84 

151 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

Deaths 

Measles  

45 



Scarlet  Fever  

7 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia 

1 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

Food  poisoning 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

6 

— 

„ (non-respiratory)  ... 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

Enteric  and  paratyphoid  fever 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

— 

— 

Typhus  

— 

— 

Typhoid  fever  

— 

— 

Small  pox  

— 

— 

Cholera  

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

Plague  

— 

— 

59 

— 

FROME  WELFARE  CENTRE 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  the  number  of  children  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  less  than  that  for  the  previous 
year,  365  to  330,  and  the  attendance  figures  were,  therefore,  also 
reduced  from  2,216  to  1,905. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  not  likely  to  continue,  however,  as  an 
infant  visitor  was  appointed  for  the  Frome  area  towards  the  end  of 
the  year.  This  was  immediately  followed  by  increased  clinic 
attendances  by  the  mothers  particularly  at  the  parentcraft  session. 

The  totals  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Total  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  365 
Total  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  330 
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Attendances; — 


January  

170 

February  

164 

March 

117 

April  

158 

May  

151 

June  

143 

July  

188 

August 

141 

September  

169 

October  

185 

November  

156 

December  

163 

1,905 

Attendances  for  1958 

2,216 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
OFFICER  FOR  1959 

Housing: 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  Housing  List  is  now 
ninety-one.  During  the  year  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  Council 
Houses  were  erected  for  Slum  Clearance  purposes.  Forty-seven 
houses  were  also  built  by  private  enterprise  builders.  There  were 
twenty-three  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  by 
private  builders. 

The  number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  under  Section  17 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 — twelve.  The  number  of  houses  made 
fit  during  the  year — fifty-nine. 

The  whole  of  the  Broadway,  Vallis  Way,  Horton  Street 
Redevelopment  Scheme  was  completed  and  the  houses  occupied 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  This  estate  was  officially  opened  by  the 
Principal  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  Sir  Keith  Joseph,  on  the  7th  January,  1960. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  the  following  numbers  of  visits  were  made — 

Public  Health  Inspections  including  Meat  and  Food  Inspections  1 ,959 

Housing  943 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  4,140 

Common  Lodging  Houses: 

Two  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  visited  on  three  occasions. 
They  were  both  kept  in  a satisfactory  and  clean  condition. 
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Rodent  Control: 

Two  sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
satisfactorily.  The  Rodent  Operator  continues  on  a full-time  basis. 
The  present  Operator  is  retiring  in  1960  and  a new  Operator  has 
been  appointed.  This  full-time  service  continues  to  be  most 
satisfactory. 


MILK  SUPPLY,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD 

Number  of  registered  distributors  of  milk  4 

Number  of  registered  dairy  premises  other  than  farms 2 

Number  of  licensed  dealers  of  Designated  Milk  6 

Number  of  supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors  with 

dairies  outside  the  Urban  District  1 

During  the  year  ninety-three  samples  of  Designated  Milk  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  all  were  satisfactory. 

Ice-Cream : 

There  are  forty-five  registered  premises  in  the  district.  During 
the  year  fifty-five  samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
at  Bath  and  the  results  of  tests  were  as  follows: — 

Grade  1 54  samples 

Grade  2 1 sample 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
part  during  the  year: — 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  

525 

120 

97 

1,084 

7,772 

Number  inspected 

Same 

as  numb 

er  killed 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber- 

culosis  and  Cysticerci: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

2 

14 

36 

11 

50 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

64 

21 

2 

38 

225 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
diseases  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

12.6% 

29.2% 

49.2% 

4.52% 

3.4% 

Tuberculosis  Only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

4 

167 

Percentage  of  number  in- 
spected affected  with 
tuberculosis  

.8% 

.83% 

— 



2.1  % 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned ... 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration 
Generalised  and  totally 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

condemned  

■ 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

Weight  of  Meat  Condemned : 

(in  lbs)  for: — 

(a)  Tuberculosis 

32 

450 

— 

— 

1,720 

{b)  Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Other  

1,537 

5,256 

1,722 

639 

6,599 

Total  (in  lbs)  condemned 

1,569 

5,706 

1,722 

639 

8,319 
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Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955: 

During  the  year  fifty-one  premises  were  visited.  The  application 
of  these  Regulations  has  resulted  in  a considerable  improvement  in 
all  food  premises  and  this  improvement  is  only  maintained  by  the 
regular  inspection  of  such  establishments. 


Water  Supply : 

The  water  supply  gave  every  satisfaction  during  the  extremely 
dry  year  and  no  restrictions  of  any  kind  had  to  be  placed  on  its  use. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  was  evidence  of  a certain  amount  of 
contamination  at  the  old  well,  but  this  has  been  dealt  with  and 
samples  taken  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

Number  of  samples  taken  29 

Number  of  satisfactory  samples  ...  27 


Factories  Act,  1937  and  1959: 

There  were  eighty-eight  factories  on  the  Council’s  Register  as 
at  31st  December,  1959.  Visits  were  made  to  twenty-one  factories. 
No  Statutory  action  was  necessary. 


Other  Food  Inspections: 


Canned  Marmalade 

lbs. 

2 

Canned  Fish  

9 

Canned  Meat  

...  1,137 

Canned  Vegetables 

3 

Canned  Fruit  

57 

Pickles 

6 

Creamed  Rice 

1 

Cornflakes  

15 

Blancmange  

24 

packets 
small  packets 
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APPENDIX 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  TO  1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

1 

4 

4 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

82 

17 

. . 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

5 

2 

Total: 

88 

23 

4 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”.) 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 (Sec.  7) 

— 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 
id)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

{b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


No.  of 

out- 

No.  of 

workers 

cases  of 

Nature 

in 

default 

of 

August 

in 

Work 

list 

sending 

required 

lists  to 

by 

the 

Section 

llO(lKc) 

Council 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Making 

Wearing 

apparel 

etc 

Cleaning 

and 

14 

^ Washing 

Household  linen  ... 
Lace,  lace  curtains 

— 

— 

and  nets 

— 

— 

Section  110 


No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 


Section  111 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 


Notices 

served 


(6) 


Prose- 

cutions 


(7) 
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Section  110 

Section  1 1 1 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

llOdXc) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Curtains  and  furni- 
ture hangings 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

_ 



_ 

Electro-plate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles  

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and 

keys  

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents  

— 

— 

— 

— 





Sacks  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis 
balls  

Paper  bags 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

Brush  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christ- 
mas stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total: 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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FROME  RURAI>  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Population  Estimated  Mid-Year,  1959  10,760 

Area  of  The  District  51,933  acres 

Number  of  Houses  Inhabited  According  to 

Rate  Books  3,481 

Average  Number  OF  Persons  Per  House  ...  3.09 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £330 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1959  £80,175 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Chairman  of  the  General 
Purposes  Committee 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  . . . 

Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector 


Captain  N.  H.  Crees 

Captain  N.  H.  Crees 

C.  H.  Prosser,  Cert.  S.I.B. 

C.  M.  Holsgrove,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Cert  S.I.B.,  Meat  and  Food 
Inspector. 


Public  Offices,  Frome. 

Telephone:  Frome  2625  and  2184. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Number 186 

Rate  per  1,000  population  17.28 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (1.07)  ...  18.49 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 6.45 

Still  Births: 

Number ...  3 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  15.87 

Total  live  and  still  births  189 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year) 4 

Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  21.51 

Legitimate  „ „ legitimate  live  births  ...  23.00 

Illegitimate  „ „ illegitimate  „ „ ...  — 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,(K)0 

total  live  births) 16.13 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  10.75 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 26.46 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  — 

General  death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  9.29 
General  death  rate  corrected  by  comparability  factor  (0.94)  8.73 
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DEATHS 


The  number  of  deaths  adjusted  for  inward  and  outward 
transfers,  total  100,  fifty-four  male  and  forty-six  female.  The 
following  Table  indicates  the  cause  of  death: — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  

— 



— 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

• 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Meningcoccal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

— 

I 

1 

„ lung,  bronchus 

3 

1 

4 

„ breast  

— 

1 

1 

„ uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

1 

6 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

12 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

8 

6 

14 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease  

10 

10 

20 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

4 

9 

Influenza  

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 



— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

— 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

7 

3 

10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 



1 

All  other  accidents  

2 

I 

3 

Suicide  

— 





Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

54 

46 

100 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Total 

deaths 

Measles 

39 



Scarlet  fever  

6 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infection  

— 

— 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

Whooping  cough  

2 

— 

Acute  primary  pneumonia  

6 

— 

Acute  influenzal  pneumonia 

2 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

_ 

Erysipelas  

— 

— 

Food  poisoning  

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  (respiratory)  

5 

— 

„ (non  respiratory) 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

Membranous  croup  

— 

— 

Enteric  and  paratyphoid  fever 

— 



Ophthalmia  neonatorum  

— 

— 

Acute  encephalitis  

_ 

— 

Typhus  



— 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

Small  pox  

_ 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

Malaria 





Plague 

— 

— 

60 

— 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  public  water  supplies  were  sampled  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  chemical  analysis:  private  supplies  for 

bacteriological  examination  only. 


Raw  Water 

Treated  Before  Going  Into 
Supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

25 

24 

1 

1 

32 

6 

1 

Nil 
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PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


(a)  Norton  St.  Philip: 

The  yield  of  the  well  at  Norton  St.  Philip  is  more  than  sufficient 
to  supply  the  parishes  of  Beckington  (except  the  hamlet  of  Rudge), 
part  of  Woolverton,  Norton  St.  Philip  and  part  of  the  parish  of 
Hemington.  The  water  is  chlorinated  and  the  quality  has  proved 
satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

(b)  North  East  Area: 

The  hamlet  of  Rudge  and  the  parish  of  Rode  are  now  supplied 
with  water  purchased  in  bulk  from  Trowbridge  and  Melksham 
Water  Board.  The  supply  at  all  times  has  been  satisfactory  as 
regards  quality  and  quantity.  The  Water  Board  are  under  contract 
to  supply  80,000  gallons  per  day,  and  during  the  last  year  the 
average  daily  consumption  has  been  35,000  gallons. 

(c)  Gaer  Hill: 

Owing  to  the  increased  consumption  of  water  in  the  parishes  of 
Nunney  and  Trudoxhill  the  Council  have  decided  to  augment  the 
supply  to  Nunney  by  extending  the  water  main  from  Wanstrow. 
This  work  is  to  be  carried  out  during  1960. 

(d)  MeUs: 

Mells  is  no  longer  supplied  from  the  Bilbao  Reservoir  or  the 
Conduit  Springs.  The  old  Mells  water  mains  have  now  been 
connected  up  with  the  West  Regional  Stage  II  supply  (Tadhill 
Reservoir). 

(e)  Buckland  Dinham: 

The  Buckland  springs  now  supply  the  upper  half  of  the  village 
only  and  here  again  the  remaining  part  of  Buckland  receives  its 
water  from  the  West  Regional  Stage  II  supply. 

(f)  Leigh  on  Mendip: 

The  spring  which  originally  supplied  this  village  has  now  been 
abandoned,  and  the  old  village  mains  have  been  connected  up  with 
the  West  Regional  Stage  II  scheme. 

(g)  Improvements  During  the  Year: 

(1)  Cloford 

The  water  main  at  Wanstrow  has  been  extended  to  the  hamlet 
of  Cloford  and  it  is  anticipated  that  main  water  will  be  available 
to  this  hamlet  in  1960. 

(2)  East  Woodlands 

The  extension  of  500  yards  of  water  main  to  supply  those 
properties  near  the  Church  in  East  Woodlands  was  completed 
during  the  year. 
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(h)  Future  Extensions: 

(1)  Laverton 

The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  main  water  to  the  village  of 
Laverton  has  been  finally  approved  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this 
work  will  be  carried  out  in  the  Spring  of  1960. 

(2)  Kilmersdon 

The  scheme  has  been  approved  for  the  extension  of  600  yards 
of  water  main  from  Kilmersdon  village  to  supply  that  area  of  the 
parish  in  the  vicinity  of  the  School.  This  extension  will  be  carried 
out  in  1960. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a) 

The  following  parishes  have  satisfactory  main  drainage  and 
efficient  disposal  systems: — 

(1)  CoLEFORD,  (2)  Rode,  (3)  Kilmersdon, 

(4)  Beckington,  (5)  Mells. 

(b)  Norton  St.  Philip: 

It  is  very  disappointing  to  have  to  report  that  the  main  drainage 
and  disposal  system  for  the  above  has  not  yet  even  reached  the 
“Tendering  Stage”.  This  is  entirely  as  a result  of  a new  Broiler 
Factory  being  erected  within  the  parish.  The  drainage  from  the 
Broiler  Factory  will  enter  the  village  sewers  and  I understand  that 
the  Consultants  are  now  preparing  the  final  details  of  the  revised 
scheme.  It  is  anticipated  that  this  scheme  will  be  commenced  by 
the  end  of  next  year. 

(c)  Further  Proposals: 

The  Council’s  Consultants  have  been  instructed  to  prepare  a 
scheme  for  the  main  drainage  of  the  parishes  of  Nunney,  Wanstrow 
and  Leigh,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all  these  schemes  will  be  under 
construction  by  the  Spring  of  1961. 

When  the  aforementioned  have  been  carried  out  the  Council 
have  decided  that  Faulkland,  Buckland  Dinham,  Witham  Friary  and 
Trudoxhill  are  the  next  parishes  to  be  provided  with  this  necessary 
amenity. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  still  carried  out  by  contract 
at  fortnightly  intervals,  except  in  the  parish  of  Coleford  where  there 
is  a weekly  collection.  This  method  of  collection  has  proved  most 
unsatisfactory,  numerous  complaints  having  been  continually 
received  from  householders  in  isolated  parts  of  the  area. 

The  Council  have  agreed  that  as  from  April  1st,  1961,  household 
refuse  in  the  area  will  be  collected  by  their  own  workmen  and  their 
own  vehicle. 


50 


HOUSING 


Houses  Erected 
During  Year 

Houses  in  Course 
of  Erection 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  Other 
Purposes 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  Other 
Purposes 

Local  Authority 

16 

Nil 

30 

Nil 

Private  Enterprise 

— 

26 

Nil 

11 

Number  of  Post-  IVar  Houses  erected 
from  l^r  April  1945,  to 
31 5/  December,  1959 

Housing  Programme 
for  1960 

By  Local 
Authority 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

For  Slum 
Clearance 

For  other 
Purposes 

345 

199 

Not  yet  fixed 
by  Council 

Nil 

During  the  year  twenty  houses  have  been  demolished  or  closed 
under  Section  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Many  tenants  living  in  houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders 
have  been  made  find  alternative  accommodation  before  the  council 
houses  erected  for  them  have  been  completed.  This  means  that  the 
Council  loses  its  house  subsidy.  This  is  bound  to  have  serious 
repercussions  in  the  future. 

Improvement  Grants 

(a)  Discretionary: 

Number  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  Local 


Authority  during  the  year: — 

(1) 

(2) 

Received 

Approved 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Applications 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

41 

61 

37 

57 

Of  this  number  nineteen  are  owner/occupiers.  During  the  last 
year  it  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  owners  of  many  of  the  poorer 
types  of  cottages  are  now  applying  for  Discretionary  Grants,  and 
I am  glad  to  say  that  the  Council  is  giving  favourable  consideration 
to  such  applicants. 

(b)  Standard  Grants: 

During  the  year  Standard  Grant  applications  were  received 
from  forty-one  owners  in  respect  of  forty-one  houses  for  the  above 
Grant.  These  were  approved  by  the  Council. 
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MILK 


Number  of  Registered  Distributors  22 

„ Registered  Dairy  Premises  (other  than 

Dairy  Farms)  7 

„ Licensed  Dealers  of  Designated  Milk  ...  2 

„ Supplementary  licences  issued  to  distributors 

whose  dairies  are  outside  the  area  ...  8 


DESIGNATED  MILK  SAMPLING 


Designation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested 

10 

10 

Nil 

Pasteurised 

Nil 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

Nil 

— 

— 

ICE-CREAM 

Number  of  premises  registered  for: — 

(o)  Manufacture  and  retail  Nil 

(b)  Manufacture  only Nil 

(c)  Retail  only  26 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955 

During  the  year  the  following  action  has  been  taken  under  the 
above  regulations : — 

Number  of  Premises  inspected 13 

„ Notices  served  5 

„ Certificates  of  Exemption  issued  ...  2 

„ previous  year’s  notices  completed 

satisfactorily  17 

KNACKER’S  YARD 

There  is  one  Knacker’s  Yard  in  the  area  and  during  the  year 
reconstruction  of  the  drainage  system  was  carried  out.  The  drainage 
from  the  above  premises,  after  treatment  on  the  site,  is  discharged 
into  the  Frome  Urban  District  Council’s  sewer. 

FACTORIES 

Inspection  of  all  the  factories  in  the  area  has  been  carried  out 
and  no  official  action  has  been  necessary. 

INDUSTRIES 

The  commercial  life  of  the  district  is  principally  centred  around 
the  following  industries: — 

Agriculture  Engineering 

Quarrying  Milk  Products 

PEST  DESTRUCTION 

The  sewers  and  refuse  tips  within  the  area  are  being  treated 
regularly.  Domestic  premises  have  been  inspected  and  where 
necessary  treatment  of  the  infested  premises  has  been  carried  out. 
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APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937-1959 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premsies 

(1) 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  ? 









(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

26 

22 





(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises)  

Total: 

26 

22 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found: — 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or 
more  “cases”). 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.I)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature (S. 3) ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4)  . . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

I 







(6)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  in- 
cluding offences 
relating  to  Out- 
work)   

Total: 

1 

1 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

Work 


(1) 


No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 


Section  1 10 


I cases  of 
I default 

I 

i sending 
lists  to 
I the 
I Council 


No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 


Section  1 1 1 


Notices 

served 


llO(lKc) 

(2)  i (3) 


(4)  ! (5) 


(6) 


Wearing 

apparel 


Making 
etc., 

Cleaning 
and 

Washing 
Household  linen  ... 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 


Prose- 

cutions 


(7) 
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Section  1 10 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 

by 

Section 

llO(lKc) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

Curtains  and  furni- 
ture hangings 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 

— 

— 

File  making 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles  

Fur  pulling 

— 

— 

Iron  and  steel  cables 
and  chains 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

Locks,  latches  and 

keys  

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers  . . . 

— 



Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents  

— 

— 

Sacks  

— 

— 

Racquet  and  tennis 
balls  

Paper  bags 

— 

— 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 
partially  of  paper 

Brush  making 

_ 

_ 

Pea  picking 

— 

1 

Feather  sorting 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christ- 
mas stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— ; 

Lampshades 

— 

i 

Total: 

35 

— 1 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 


Section  111 


No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 


Notices 

served 


(5) 


(6) 


Prose- 

cutions 


(7) 


1 


Fyson  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Bath 


